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THE RED CROSS 

IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 
Chairman of the National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

Preparation for service, should our own country be involved in war, 
and the Membership Campaign have overshadowed other Red Cross 
activities. 

It was hoped that with the withdrawal of our Belgium Unit, on 
May 1 of this year, we could report the last of our Red Cross nurses 
safe at home. Quite a number are, however, remaining in Europe for 
personal reasons, some have volunteered for further service at the 
American Ambulance Hospital, Yvetot, and other military hospitals. 
Ten are still being supported by the German Government and, under 
the able supervision of Anna Reutinger, are helping in the care of 
German prisoners in Russia and Siberia. Four members of the original 
Russian Units are still on duty in Russia, with Sophia Kiel as super- 
visor, and are being supported by a special fund raised in Petrograd. 

Miss Hay and Rachael Torrance are still in Bulgaria but, owing to 
the conditions in that country, have been obliged to give up, for a time 
at any rate, all efforts to establish a training school for nurses. They 
are both on duty at Philippopolis, and Miss Hay in a recent letter 
says, "We were terribly disappointed when we found it impossible to 
continue the training school work, but it seems much more soldierlike 
to stay on, for a time at least. We shall remain in Philippopolis in a 
quiet way and give all of the help and service possible. The people 
here think it is sure to be most valuable." 

While many of our nurses have faced dangers, almost continuously, 
no accidents of any kind have occurred and the Red Cross appreciates 
greatly the ample protection which has been given to them and the 
uniformly courteous treatment which they have received from military 
officials and civil authorities. 

Early in the year, Colonel J. Randolph Kean, of the Medical Corps 
of the Army, was assigned to the Red Cross by the Surgeon-General, 
as Director-General of Military Relief. Steps were at once taken for 
the development of military relief organizations which had been pro- 
vided for, several years ago. The most important of these organiza- 
tions and the ones in which the service of nurses would be largely 
utilized are the Base Hospital Units. 
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These units are being developed in connection with our large civil 
hospitals and will ordinarily consist of 20 surgeons and physicians; 
50 nurses with 25 nurses' aids, with sufficient personnel necessary to 
care for a 500 bed hospital. 

It is also expected that funds for the equipment of such a hospital 
should be raised locally, the amount needed for this purpose being 
estimated at twenty-five thousand dollars, not including such supplies 
as surgical dressings and garments, which are likely to be made by 
interested groups of women and contributed for the use of the units. 

The following Base Hospitals are now being organized and many 
of them are nearing completion: 

Chief Nui*e> 

Lakeside Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio Grace E. Allisen 

Bellevue Hospital, New York Clara D. Noyes 

Presbyterian Hospital, New York Anna C. Maxwell 

New York Hospital, New York M. H. Jordan 

Mount Sinai Hospital, New York Elizabeth A. Greener 

Massachusetts General, Boston Sara E. Parsons 

Boston City Hospital, Boston Emma M. Nichols 

Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, Boston Carrie M. Hall 

Rochester General Hospital, Rochester, N. Y Emma J. Jones 

Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore Bessie Baker 

Harper Hospital, Detroit Emily McLaughlin 

The chief nurse of each unit is responsible for the selection and 
instruction of the nurses' aids and interesting classes have been or- 
ganized in connection with several of the units. 

The interest shown by the members of these classes has been most 
gratifying and it is hoped that an opportunity may be given to those 
actually selected to act as nurses' aids, for some practical hospital 
experience under the direction of the nurses with whom they are to 
work. 

A most suggestive outline has been submitted by Jessica Heal, 
Assistant Chief Nurse of the Rochester unit, showing the practical 
work given to a group of volunteers in the Homeopathic Hospital. 
This outline will be published later, after a conference with other 
chief nurses and will be most helpful to those taking up the work. 

There is more or less confusion in the minds of the public as to what 
entitles one to be designated as a "nurse's aid." None have a right 
to call themselves "nurses' aids" unless they have been definitely 
selected for service as such, in connection with one of our Hospital 
Units. They will not, however, be selected for this service unless they 
have had our course of instruction in Elementary Hygiene and Home 
Care of the Sick or the Special Course, which includes five lessons in 



The Red Cross 1015 

First Aid. The First Aid Course alone, will not be sufficient. The 
fact that one has had any or all of our courses of instruction does not 
guarantee their appointment nor are they under obligation to volun- 
teer unless they so desire. Those who are willing to serve and who show 
special qualifications and fitness for the work, will be expected to sign 
the Muster Roll and to respond to a call in case of need. 

No salary will be paid to nurses' aids but maintenance and travel- 
ing expenses will be provided if desired. They will be responsible to 
the chief nurse and will work under her direction. 

ITEMS 

The following Red Cross nurses acted as instructors in Elementary 
Hygiene and Home Care of the Sick at the Navy League Encampment 
recently held in Washington: Lily Kanely and Mary Kell. The Red 
Cross, not only conducted classes in Elementary Hygiene and First 
Aid, but a useful course of instruction was given under the direction of 
Margaret J. Thompson, assisted by Harriet Hankins, in the prepara- 
tion of diets for the sick. A special course was also provided in the 
making of Red Cross surgical dressings and supplies. This instruction 
was given by Nancy Mahan, assisted by several volunteer workers. 
Nearly five hundred women from all sections of the country received 
this instruction and it should be of great assistance in securing for our 
own relief work surgical supplies made according to regulations. Many 
of the pupils hope later to qualify as instructors. 

A relief station was conducted during the entire encampment, in 
charge of Margaret L. Haas. Two hundred and ninety-six cases were 
treated and, while there was no serious illness, it was found most help- 
ful and really necessary where such a large number of women were 
living under camp conditions. 

A similar encampment, under the auspices of the Navy League, is 
now being held in San Francisco, Calif. Dr. G. H. Richardson and 
Mrs. Stella O'Neill, Chairman of the San Francisco Local Committee 
on Red Cross Nursing Service, are in charge of the Red Cross instruc- 
tion. Several enrolled Red Cross nurses will be employed as instructors. 

The Garland School of Homemaking is also conducting a Camp 
School at Billerica, Mass., from June 26 to August 26. Jessie E. Cat- 
ton, ex-superintendent of the Springfield Hospital, Springfield, Mass., 
will be in charge of the Red Cross instruction. 

Red Cross relief stations have recently been established in con- 
nection with various parades and celebrations. Twenty-eight relief 
stations were maintained in Providence during the Preparedness 
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Parade held on June 3. The Nursing Service was organized by Wini- 
fred L. Fitzpatrick, Elizabeth F. Sherman, and other members of the 
Providence Local Committee; a full report of their work has not yet 
been received. Many nurses took part in the preparedness parades 
recently held in New York and Boston. 

Several relief stations were also established in Chicago during the 
Preparedness Parade and the Nursing Service was in charge of Miss 
Ahrens and other members of the Local Committee. Several relief 
stations were established in Stamford, Conn., under the direction of 
Pansy Besom and in New York at the Armory in connection with the 
meetings of the Federation of Women's Clubs and at the Stadium dur- 
ing the Shakespearean Pageant. These stations were directed by the 
Local Committee and Anna C. Maxwell. Several relief stations were 
maintained in Birmingham, Ala., during the Confederate Reunion, and 
250 patients were cared for. These stations were in charge of Linna 
Denny and Julia Dainwood, with other members of the Local Com- 
mittee. This account gives only a suggestion of the varied Red Cross 
activities which are developing. 

Until recently, the membership of the American Red Cross was a 
plant of slow growth. The organization was keenly appreciative of 
the fact that the size of its membership, in view of the tremendous 
population of the United States, was incomparably below the member- 
ships of certain foreign Red Cross societies in countries with much 
smaller populations. The Executive Committee of the American Red 
Cross, therefore, in the early spring of this year authorized and advo- 
cated a very general effort to obtain, if possible, one million mem- 
bers. The progress of this membership campaign thus far, may be 
illustrated by the facts that in January 1916, we had fewer than 35,000 
members whereas, at this writing (June 3) we have nearly 125,000, and 
the campaign is just getting under way. In the nation's capital, 
where the Red Cross Chapter had about 1000 members, 6000 mem- 
bers were obtained in the course of three weeks. A small chapter in 
Boston increased its membership to more than 13,000. San Fran- 
cisco, grateful for the relief extended by the Red Cross following the 
holocaust of 1906, presented to the National Organization nearly 
11,000 members on the tenth anniversary of their great disaster, April 
18, 1916. That city is after a total of 25,000 members. New York 
is conducting an enterprising campaign to enroll 200,000 members. 
These are but random evidences of the widespread interest in the 
organization which foreshadow the ultimate success of this patriotic 
and humane movement. 



